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Programs for Two Research Sessions Set for Convention 


Two luncheon meetings with technical programs have been arranged 
for the 1959 N.C.A. Convention in Chicago, following a pattern that has 
proved successful and popular in several recent years. 


The first of these, to be held on 
Saturday, February 21, will be de- 
voted to containers and related sub- 
jects. Under the chairmanship of C. 
L. Rumberger of the H. J. Heinz Com- 
pany and Chairman of the N. C. A. 
Committee on Scientific Research, 
three major topics will be presented. 


An appraisal of aluminum cans 
from the standpoints of both manu- 
facture and use will be given by E. F. 
Eike, L. P. Gotsch and K. W. Brighton 
of the American Can Company’s re- 
search organization. This reflects a 
renewed interest in use of aluminum 
for food cans, and latest information 
will be presented. 


Other developments in adaptation 
of containers to the industry’s needs 
will be discussed by G. L. Peterson 
of the Continental Can Company’s re- 
search department. His talk will show 
that much more imagination than 
formerly is being applied to the engi- 
neering of both glass and tin food 
containers, as functional packages and 
as salesmen for canned foods. 


The third topic at the Saturday 
meeting is that of external corrosion 
of canned foods in marine transpor- 
tation. Russell C. Phillips of the 
Stanford Research Institute, Menlo 
Park, Calif., will outline the Insti- 
tute’s findings thus far in a research 
project on control of damage from 
sweating and rusting. This study has 
developed a better understanding of 
the factors involved and points the 
way to possible controls, which the 
speaker will present. 

The second of the two meetings will 
consist of a “Canned Foods Problems 
Clinic“, at which a panel of experts 
from the N.C.A. Research Labora- 
tories and the container companies 
will take the lead in presenting topics 
for discussion. The moderator will be 
Dr. Ira I. Somers, Director of the 
N.C.A. Research Laboratories. This 
will be a closed session, with no pub- 
lished report of the proceedings, the 
purpose being to encourage frank dis- 
cussion of canners’ problems and steps 
which may be taken toward their solu- 


tion. The panel will provide a wide 
range of talent and experience for 
answering the diverse questions ex- 
pected from the floor. 


Examples of the topics to be con- 
sidered are lye peeling of tomatoes 
and its effect on processing require- 
ments; effect of use of iodized salt on 
container corrosion; proper venting 
procedures for retorts, as a means 
of attaining recommended processes; 
labeling of low-sodium dietetic foods; 
control of extraneous materials in 
food; recent experience with spoilage 
and spoilage control; possible need for 
acidification of tomatoes, etc. Those 
in attendance will be expected to 
raise such other questions as come to 
mind, and to the extent that time per- 
mits these will be answered by the 
panel members to the best of their 
ability. 


N.C.A, Files P | for 
Mixed Fruit Juice Standard 


The N. C. A. has filed a petition with 
the FDA proposing the establishment 
of a standard of identity for canned 
mixed fruit juice drinks. The fruit 
juice drinks covered by this proposal 
are those made from any mixture of 
pineapple, grapefruit, orange, peach, 
and pear juices. 

The N.C.A. proposal calls for a 
minimum fruit content of 35 percent 
on the basis of average Brix values 
set forth for each of the fruits. A 
maximum viscosity limit and a means 
for its measurement are also proposed. 
The proposed viscosity limit is imme- 
diately below that which will be set 
as the minimum viscosity for canned 
fruit nectars in a subsequent petition. 

Optional acidifying and sweetening 
agents are provided for in the pro- 
posed standard as well as optional 
ore with ascorbic acid, vita- 
min C. 


The proposal for fruit juice drinks 
is the result of industry studies and 
conferences with the N. C. A. 


Burns Urges Growers, Canners 
To Modernize Their Practices 


Canner-grower relations was the 
theme of an address by N.C.A. Presi- 
dent Edward E. Burns at the fall 
meeting of the Michigan Canners and 
Freezers Association this week. 


N.C.A. Secretary Carlos Campbell, 
in an appearance at the 44th annual 
convention of the Pennsylvania Can- 
ners Association, presented the 
C.&.T.R. filmstrip entitled “Target for 
Tomorrow” depicting how N.C.A. pub- 
licity messages to the varied markets 
for canned foods are tailored in ap- 
propriate approaches to each audience. 

Mr. Burns declared that moderni- 
zation of canning crop growing and 
harvesting methods on the farm and 
processing methods in the cannery are 
essentials of success in canner- 
grower teamwork. 


Mr. Burns described the work of the 
Raw Products Research Bureau of 
the N.C.A. in alerting various areas 
and segments of the canning industry 
to new developments and methods 
through its close relationship with 
federal and state agricultural agen- 
cies and the national farm organiza- 
tions. He commended similar con- 
structive programs on the part of the 
Michigan Canners and Freezers Asso- 
ciation, as well as joint canner-grower 
meetings, efforts of individual can- 
ning companies to present agricul- 
tural problems through the media of 
press and radio. “This indicates ef- 
fort and progress. Where canner- 
grower relations are good and are 
carried on along teamwork lines, both 
canner and farmer prosper,” he 
stated. 

By contrast, Mr. Burns cited cer- 
tain failures of both farmer and can- 
ner, in various parts of the country, 
which were brought about because 
antiquated methods had been followed 
in the production and harvesting of 
the canning crops, and obsolete equip- 
ment was used in the cannery. 

“Loss of agricultural production 
and deterioration of quality, in some 
areas, appears to be due to the fact 
that some family-owned farms had 
not progressed in their utilization of 
modern tools and practices to a point 
of economical production,” Mr. Burns 
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asserted. He reported that in such 
situations he found that the canner 
had not encouraged or worked closely 
with his growers, nor had the grower 
solicited the aid of state agricultural 
research agencies. 

Along with the practice of modern 
scientific crop methods must go mod- 
ernization of practices within the can- 
nery, Mr. Burns stressed. “Progress 
in plant efficiency comes about through 
investment in technology, means and 
methods, and is what has made Amer- 
ien grow,” he said. Research in can- 
ning technology is never-ending, he 
stated, and much of it is being carried 
on by the N.C.A. Research Labora- 
tories or in collaboration with federal, 
state, or university programs. 

Mr. Burns advised Michigan can- 
ners to make use of the programs of 
agricultural and processing research 
that emanate from the N.C.A.’s ac- 
tivities in these areas. He enumerated 
many other services of the Associa- 
tion that benefit Michigan canners: 

“The statistical data that is col- 
lected is of tremendous benefit to in- 
dividual canners, to allied industries 
and for government use. 

“The Information and Legislative 
Divisions of N.C.A. and their counter- 
parts in the state associations, are 
doing an excellent job in public rela- 
tions for the canning industry. 

“The vast amount of material for 
newspapers, magazines, radio and TV 
stations, schools and future home- 
makers, from our Consumer Service 
Division and through our Consumer 
and Trade Relations Program is 
surely deserving of praise.” 

Mr. Burns presented the following 
four-point summary of steps canners 
could take to achieve practical and 
profitable production: 

(1) Good organizational structure. 

(2) Both short-range and long- 
range planning. 

(3) Quality control from raw to 
finished product. 

(4) Efficient and economical pro- 
duction. 


Highlights of the Burns address 
were reported in a press release issued 
by the N.C.A. Information Division to 
284 newspapers and 112 radio-TV out- 
lets in Michigan as well as to the wire 
services and trade papers. 

A report on Mr. Campbell’s talk was 
made in a press release sent to 283 
newspapers and 170 radio-TV stations 
in Pennsylvania and the wire services 
and trade papers. 


Burns on Distribution Seminar 


N. C. A. President Edward E. Burns 
spoke on canner production and mar- 
keting procedures at a Food Distri- 
bution Seminar conducted by the 
Cornell University Department of Ag- 
ricultural Economics at Ithaca, No- 
vember 21. Mr. Burns explained to 
a group of some 25 employees of vari- 
ous food chains the various steps of 
eanned foods production from grow- 
ing, through processing, to delivery 
to buyers. 

Among other things, he pointed out 
the procedure requiring canners for 
private labels to store their packs 
“bright” in the warehouse for label- 
ing and shipment subject to order. 
Costs could be reduced if this rehan- 
dling process could be eliminated, he 
stated. Canners and transportation 
companies furnish the warehouse 
space for delivery of canned foods 
to the consumer; canners and grow- 
ers do the financing, he said. 


Mr. Burns also described the steady 
progress canners have made by using 
such services of their national and 
state associations as statistical sur- 
veys, scientific research on crops and 
processes, quality control, and market 
surveys. He mentioned N.C.A.’s Con- 
sumer and Trade Relations work and 
discussed the five reports on retail 
operations that have ensued from the 
current Philadelphia Project. 


Georgia Canners Association 


Ralph Kelley of the R. O. Kelley 
Cannery, Midville, was elected presi- 
dent of the Georgia Canners Asso- 
ciation at the group’s annual meeting. 

Rouss May of National Biscuit Com- 
pany, Woodbury, was elected first vice 
president, and Warren McPhillips of 
King Pharr Canning Operations, Inc., 
Cullman, Ala., was elected second vice 
president. Ken Williams of Criffin 
was continued in office as secretary- 
treasurer. 


lowa-Nebraska Canners Assn. 


C. P. Roberts of the H. J. Heinz 
Co., Muscatine, Iowa, was reelected 
president of the Iowa-Nebraska Can- 
ners Association at the group’s annual 
convention. 

Tom Evans, Reinbeck Canning Co., 
Reinbeck, Iowa, was reelected vice 
president, and Guy Pollock, Marshall- 
town, Iowa, was continued in office as 
secretary-treasurer. 


Pennsylvania Canners Assn. 
The Pennsylvania Canners Associa- 
tion has elevated its executive secre- 
tary to the title of president and has 
named three industry vice presidents 
as the association’s industry officers. 
Elected at the association’s 44th an- 
nual convention were Robert K. Free, 
Hungerford Packing Co., Inc., Hun- 
gerford, vice president-vegetables; E. 
J. Nowicki, Jr., Knouse Foods Co- 
operative, Inc., Peach Glen, vice presi- 
dent-fruits; and J. S. Ross, Grocery 
Store Products Co., West Chester, vice 
president-mushrooms. 


Jack R. Grey of York, formerly 
executive secretary, was appointed 
president of the association, and Miss 
R. M. Mears of York was named sec- 
retary-treasurer. 


Deputy at Commerce Dept. 


Walter A. Edwards, formerly asso- 
ciated with the Owens-Illinois Glass 
Co., has been appointed Deputy As- 
sistant Secretary of Commerce for 
Domestic Affairs. He took office No- 
vember 7 as deputy to Carl F. Oechsle, 
newly-appointed Assistant 
of Commerce for Domestic Affairs. 

Mr. Edwards joined Owens-Illinois 
in 1950 as assistant to the executive 
vice president and as manager of the 
company’s government-industry rela- 
tions department. He entered the 
Commerce Department in 1958 and 
served, successively, as Deputy Direc- 
tor of the Containers and Packaging 
Division, special assistant to the Di- 
rector of the NPA, and as Assistant 
Administrator of the BDSA. 

Mr. Edwards was with the Pullman- 
Standard Car Manufacturing Com- 
pany prior to World War II and for a 
time immediately following the war. 


Water Pollution Control 


The U. S. Public Health Service 
has issued a report on the water pol- 
lution control program for the fiscal 
years 1957 and 1958. The report 
covers all phases of the program: con- 
struction of sewage treatment plants, 
interstate enforcement activities, re- 
search and basic data analyses, and 
the need for increased public aware- 
ness of the water pollution problem. 

Copies of the report may be obtained 
from the Water Pollution Control 
Program of the U. S. Public Health 
Service, Washington 25, D. C., or from 
the Service’s regional engineers. 
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Families Have More Children 
but Average Family Is Smaller 


The number of families with two or 
more children living at home has in- 
creased more during the last ten 
years than the number of families 
with no children or with only one 
child. However, the average size of 
the household continues to decline. 


More than offsetting the trend to- 
ward larger families is the marked 
growth in the number of individual 
households, attributable to a sharp 
drop in “doubling up” by married 
couples, and to a rise in the number 
of households being maintained by 
older couples. 


These facts are reported by the 
Bureau of the Census as the result 
of sample surveys on households and 
family characteristics in 1958. 

Households—The number of house- 
holds in the United States increased 
from 43.6 million in March of 1950 
to an estimated 50.4 million in March 
of 19568, an increase of 16 percent, 
about equal to the estimated 15 per- 
cent growth in the population during 
this period. 

The number of urban and rural 
nonfarm households increased about 
a million a year during each of the 
eight years, from 37.3 to 45.2 million. 
Rural farm households decreased by 
about 140,000 a year, from 6.3 to 
5.2 million. 

In contrast to 1948, when 7.2 per- 
cent of all married couples did not 
maintain their own households, in 
1958 only 1.2 million or 3.1 percent 
of the 39.2 million married couples 
did not maintain their own households. 
Most of the decline in the “doubling 
up” occurred prior to 1952. 

Family size—The number of fami- 
lies with two or more of their own 
children under 18 years old living at 
home increased by 5.2 million or 46 
percent from 1948 to 1958. The 11.2 
million families with two or more 


children in 1948 represented 30 per- 
cent of all families, and the 16.4 mil- 
lion families with two or more chil- 
dren in 1958 represented 37% percent 
of all families. 

Among each 100 families in 1958, 
44 had no own children under 18 liv- 
ing at home, 19 had one child, 18 had 
two children, and 19 had three or 
more children. Of each 100 families 
in 1948, 48 had no children, 22 had 
one child, 16 had two children, and 14 
had three or more. 

Average size—The average size of 
families, statistically, was 3.65 per- 
sons in March of 1958. The average 
size of all households was reported 
at 3.85 persons. The average size of 
the household in the 1950 Census was 
3.63 persons. 


N. C. A. Berkeley Lab To Hold 
Seminar on Tomato Sampling 


The N.C.A. Berkeley Laboratory 
will present an all-day seminar on 
sampling loads of raw tomatoes for 
pH, solids, size and color and on the 
use of the resulting data in the can- 
nery, at the Hotel Claremont in Berk- 
eley, Calif., December 10. 


Data for determining the necessary 
size and type of sample from tomato 
loads will be presented. The 1958 sur- 
vey from which the data were derived 
was conducted by Gordon Rowe, Uni- 
versity of California, with cooperation 
from canners and coordination from 
the Berkeley Lab, and is a pioneering 
study in this field. Experts will also 
discuss the use and value of infor- 
mation about these factors in raw 
tomatoes. 

A registration fee of $4 will include 
luncheon and proceedings. Advance 
registrations should be made, if pos- 
sible, with the N.C.A. Berkeley Lab- 
oratory, 1950 Sixth St., Berkeley, 


Stocks of Canned Foods on Nov. 1 and Season Shipments 


Reports on canners’ stocks of canned 
RSP cherries and canned peas on No- 
vember 1 and season shipments to that 


date have been issued by the N.C.A. 
Division of Statistics. 


Total Supply Nov. 1 to Nov. 1 
Carry- 1957-58 1958-50 1957 1958 1957 1958 
over 
month (thousands of actual cases) 
RSP cherries. .......... July 3.805 2,851 2,073 1,515 1.731 1,336 
June 41,708 841,006 26.874 28,365 14,833 13,240 


FDA Prepares To Issue Rules 
under Food Additives Law 


The FDA on November 24 issued 
the text of regulations it proposes to 
issue under the 1958 Food Additives 
amendment to the Food and Drug Act. 

Included in the regulations is a list 
of 118 food chemicals which are be- 
lieved by FDA to be exempt from 
testing requirements of the law be- 
cause they are generally recognized 
as safe for their intended use. 

The proposal has not been 
and does not have official status, but 
is being made public, FDA said, to 
enable qualified authorities to give 
their advice on whether further test- 
ing is necessary for these additives. 
The list includes a number of mate- 
rials previously sanctioned by official 
standards for use in specific food prod- 
ucts, which are limited to those uses. 
Such commonly known substances as 
salt, sugar and vinegar are not listed. 

FDA said the list was a partial com- 
pilation. Other food chemicals may be 
added if they meet the legal criteria 
for exemption; that is, if they are 
generally recognized by qualified ex- 

as safe for their intended use. 
f a food additive does not fall in 
this category, it must be tested to 
establish its safety and cannot legally 
be used in food until this is permitted 
by an FDA regulation. 

The FDA announcement included 
the text of the regulatory provisions 
which it presently intends to propose, 
as well as the list of 118 food chemi- 
cals which it presently believes to be 
safe for their intended use, It is not 
known when the regulations will be 
formally proposed. 


Data Needed for Film Book | 


Copy preparation for the third edi- 
tion of Films about the Canning In- 
dustry has been started by the Infor- 
mation Division. Forms requesting 
data for listing in the catalog were 
mailed to firms that are known to 
have canning industry films and de- 
sire to have them listed. A Decem- 
ber 15 deadline has been set. 


It is urged that other N. C. A. mem- 
bers who would care to have their 
films included advise the Association 
immediately and the required forms 
will be supplied promptly. Please ad- 
dress requests to Information Divi- 
sion, N. C. A., 1188 20th St., N. W., 
Washington 6, D. C. 
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in Manufacturing 
Points to Rising Sales 


The rise in business activity has ex- 
tended into the fourth quarter, with 
most sectors of the economy joining 
in the sustained advance, according 
to the November issue of Survey of 
Current Business, published by the 
Office of Business Economics, U. 8. 
Department of Commerce. 


Production, employment, and income 
continue strong, and rising demands 
are being reflected in an expanding 
volume of orders placed with business. 

The business upturn in the past 
several months has been accompanied 
by small changes in over-all prices 
24 consumer and wholesale mar- 


Personal income in October at a 
seasonally adjusted annual rate of 
$357.5 billion was down slightly from 
the high September rate. A reduc- 
tion in payrolls in several durable 
goods manufacturing industries was 
largely offset by an increase in net 
income of proprietors, as reflected 
in a high rate of retail sales in almost 
all lines except automobiles. 

Gross national product in the third 
quarter was at an annual rate of 
$439 billion, up $10 billion from the 
second quarter, and the OBE said 
that total output in the early part of 
the fourth quarter had shown some 
advance from the third quarter rate. 
Most of the rise in the last six months 
was in physical volume as the price 
increase moderated. Total business 
inventories in September continued 
to decline at a slackening pace. 


In a special review of manufactur- 
ing operations, the OBE reported that 
manufacturers’ sales have been rising 
steadily since last spring, and that the 
recent uptrend in the flow of new or- 
ders to producers points to a continua- 
tion of the sales advance in the months 
ahead. 


The expansion in shipments has 
extended over a broad industrial 
front, with only the automotive group 
not sharing fully in the advance, it 
was said. 


Sales by durable goods producers 
have increased about 2 percent a 
month during the past six months. By 
early fall such sales had recovered 
nearly half of the decline experienced 
between July of 1957 and April of 
1958, reaching a position about 10 per- 
cent below the 1957 high. The recov- 
ery in output has been somewhat 
greater than apparent in sales fig- 
ures, inasmuch as sales are currently 
being supported more out of produc- 
tion and less out of inventory than 


The staff of the Executive Secre- 
tary’s office has been busy during the 
last three months with membership 
and government relations work, in- 
cluding both federal and state legis- 
lation, and with planni and pro- 
gramming for the coming Convention. 

Simultaneously with the develo 
ment of the Convention program, the 
staff has proceeded with the assign- 
ment of hotel accommodations and 
with the completion of other arrange- 
ments which are essential to the over- 
all meetings. The rogram 
has been correlated in xecutive 
Secretary's office. 

The Executive Secretary arranged 
for and completed the details for hous- 


was true in the opening months of 
1958. 


Sales by nondurable goods manu- 
facturing companies in September 
were about the same as a year earlier 
and some 5 percent below the high of 
January, 1957, when the Suez situa- 
tion abnormally expanded petroleum 
shipments. The recovery in the last 
six months, after seasonal allowances, 
has been about 1 percent a month. 

The construction outlook for 1959 
anticipates a rise of 7 percent in dol- 
lar outlay for new construction. About 
$48.4 billion of expenditures are in 
sight for 1958 and $652.3 billion is 
expected in 1959, exceeding the pre- 
vious peak in 1955 by 3 percent. 


REPORTS ON ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES 
Office of the Executive Secretary-Treasurer 


ing the 1960 Convention in Miami 
Beach 


Industry and individual member 
problems taken care of during the 
recent period have covered such sub- 
jects as arbitration, government pro- 
curement, wage-hour and Walsh- 
Healey regulations, and migrant la- 
bor, as well as the general adminis- 
tration of Association affairs. 

The industry was represented at 
the annual meetings of the American 
Meat Institute, National Association 
of Food Chains, and the Grocery Man- 
ufacturers of America by the Execu- 
tive Secretary. With other staff mem- 
bers, he also took part in the meet- 
ings of the Florida, Georgia, and 
Pennsylvania Canners Associations. 
The indu was also represented 
at the annual meeting of the National 
Potato Council and at a marketing 
conference held by the Pennsylvania 
Food Marketing Council. 

Other trips by the staff of the 
Executive Secretary’s office were made 
in Ohio, Indiana and Tennessee to 
determine the needs of members and 
to solicit new members. 

Through the INFORMATION LETTER 
the membership has been informed of 
legislative activity. Supplemental in- 
formation regarding legislation, mar- 
keting controls and farm labor has 
been furnished to the Legislative Com- 
mittee and the state and regional can- 
ners associations through the medium 
of special legislative, farm labor, and 
government procurement bulletins. 
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